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Laghuu language 


Laghuu (Vietnamese: Xa Pho, Phu La Lao) is a Loloish language 
spoken in northwestern Vietnam.^ In Nam Sai, Sa Pa Town, the 
speakers' autonym is laJyLUl, while in Sdn La Province it is 
laJDl (Edmondson 1999). The people are also called the Phu La 
Lao by the Vietnamese. 

Edmondson considers Laghuu to be related to but not part of the Yi 
language complex of China. Jamin Pelkey (2011) considers 
Laghuu to be a Southeastern Loloish language. 
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Laghuu 

Native to Vietnam 

Native speakers 300 ( 2002 )lh 

Language Sino-Tibetan 

family 

- Lolo-Burmese 

■ Loloish 

■ Southeastern 

■ Highland 
Phula 

- Muji 

■ Laghuu 

Language codes 
ISO 639-3 lgh 

Glottolog laghl245 (htt 

p://glottolog.or 
g/resource/langu 
oid/id/laghl245)! 2 ] 


Distribution 


Laghuu is spoken in the following locations by a total of about 1,000 people (Edmondson 1999 & 2002). 

■ Lao Cai Province 

■ Van Ban District 

■ Bao Thing District 

■ Bat Xat District 

- ALu 

■ Sa Pa Town 

■ Nam Sai 

■ Cam Dt/cfng (near Lao Cai city) 

■ Yen Bai Province 

■ Van Yen 

■ Sdn La Province 

■ Thuan Giao 




















The Vietnam, Laghuu speakers are officially classified as part of the Phu La ethnic group. Some Laghuu are 
known as "Black Phu La," and others as "Flowery Phu La." 


Phonology 


Consonants 

Laghuu has the following consonants 




Labial 

Alveolar 

Post- 

Velar 

Glottal 



central 

lateral 

alveolar 

central 

lateral 


aspirated 

P h 

t h 


t/ h 

k h 

kl h (kD h ) 


Plosive and 

tenuis 

P 

t 


t; 

k 

kl (kD) 

? 

affricate 

voiced 

b 

d 



g 

QL 



prenasalized 

m b 

n d 



ng 

ngL 


Fricative 

voiceless 

f 

s 


; 

X 


h 

voiced 

V 

z 


3 

Y 




Nasal 

m 

n 



n 



Approximant 



1 






Vowels 

Laghuu has the following vowels 



front 

central 

back 

unrounded 

back 

rounded 

High 

i 


HI 

u 

Hi-mid 


9 


0 

Lo-mid 

£ 



3 

Low 



a 



Tones 

Laghu has five tones: high IV, high-mid IV, low-mid IV, low-rising IV, and low-falling /-J /J 4 ' 

Notes 


1. Laghuu (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/lgh/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 

2. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Laghuu" (http://glottol 
og.org/resource/languoid/id/laghl245) Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: Max Planck Institute for 
the Science of Human History. 












3. Raymond G. Gordon Jr., ed. 2005. Ethnologue: Languages of the World. 15th edition. Dallas: 
Summer Institute of Linguistics. 

4. Edmondson & Ziwo 1999. 
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